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Hollywood often gets a bad rap not only for the liberties they take in telling ñtrueò stories, but also for 
how they misrepresent Christianity. Whose great idea was it to portray Moses as a white guy who 
speaks in a Shakespearean manner, and a Jesus with blue eyes, fair skin and light brown hair. Have 
you noticed, they tend to cast pastors as a pulpit pounding preachers who are inattentive husbands, 
oblivious dads, have no insight for community issues and who, themselves, need to find religion! Not 
that I have a dog in this fight ï just sayinô. But they did get one thing right in ñItôs a Wonderful Life!ò  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/It%27s_a_Wonderful_Life 

I love that old Jimmy Stewart movie which tells the human struggle of one personôs inner battle with per-
sonal destiny, value, purpose and real community. The main character, George Bailey, has so many 
problems he is thinking about ending it all - and it's Christmas! As the angels discuss George, we see 
his life in flashback. As George is about to jump from a bridge, he ends up being rescued by his guardi-
an angel, Clarence, who then shows George what his town would have looked like if it hadn't been for 
all his good deeds over the years.ò Or as George says, ñIf Iôd never been born!ò 

What a statement.  Itôs the kind of thing we think and feel when the world closes in on us to the point 
where weôre so frustrated we figure our lives really donôt matter to anyone. I have to give Hollywood ï at 
least the Hollywood of the 1940ôs ï credit for demonstrating one of the great truths in life and in faith. 
We are important and valued by the God of all creation who made us and knows us best. 

As we say in Alpha, letôs test it out and see if itôs true. Do we count? What would it be like if our church 
(MWPC) did not exist? Or, as George Bailey would say, ñWhat if this [church] had never been born?ò   

First of all, if not already sold off for residential development, we would be an old farm house sitting in a 
field.  Actually, óweô would not be! You, me, the staff, the worship space, the organ, the worship, the 
praise team or choir, the small groups. Even the hot dogs!   

Then think of all the lives which would not have been touched because we were not ñbornò into this com-
munity! How many marriages, baptisms, and yes, memorial services would have disappeared from ex-
istence?  What about the lives which would not have been touched, changed, offered hope, given a new 
start ï a future because of what God did not do with us on this spot we call MWPC? 

How about the mission to the local and global community? Our preschool, HCA, would not have educat-
ed thousands of children while loving them through Christ! We would not have been one of the founding 
churches who joined with Mother Weaver to make the Rescue Outreach Mission possible. Think of all 
the families who would not have a place to live while getting on their feet. What about the thousands 
who did not get those hot meals purchased, prepared, and served to hungry folk in Sanford? 

I know a well and irrigation system would also disappear from a village in Haiti along with 30 plus years 
of hands-on mission works. You are so valuable to what God is doing right here, right now! In Godôs 
providence, wisdom and love, we do exist, our church was born, all that ministry did happen. Thatôs the 
power of one. One God, one Lord, one faith, one church, even one single member!   

One is vital and important. How do I know?  If you were the only person on the whole earth, Jesus 
would still have died for you! (John 3:16)   

Markham Woods Presbyterian Church 
 

Fall òPumpkinó Festival 
October 20 

10:00 a.m. ð 2:00 p.m. 
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By:  Finance Committee 

 
Summary of MWPC financials through August 2018 

   

 
The church finances continue to align with expected overall financial deficit for 
the year. Both pledges and freewill offering continue slightly better than budget 
thanks to the generosity of the congregation. If funding continues at this rate, 
the projected deficit may be covered. Overall expenses are below budget due 
to staff controlling of spending.  

Maintenance costs have exceeded budget due to some unusual one-time re-
pairs for part of the fire protection system and bus repairs In July, the electron-
ic system in the Sanctuary was impacted by lightening and repairs will be com-
pleted in September when the replacement parts are available. All these addi-
tional costs have added to the over run of maintenance costs by $6,000.  

  Actual Budget 
Favorable   
(Unfavorable) 

Church Income $476,200 $474,600 $1,600 

Church Expenses $483,700 $493,500 $9,800 

Overall (Income 
less Expenses) 

($7,500) ($18,900) $11,400 

Session Notes  

§ Approved baptisms Elsie Gray Eckel granddaughter of Brenda Loyal and 
Juliette Susan Gminder daughter of Jacob and Sarah Gminder.  

§ Removed Crusty Rosemond and Bernie Fitzgerald from rolls 

§ Approved single worship service for Connection Sunday 

§ Approved hosting the Hungarian Festival on Sunday, September 30 from 
noon ï 10:00 p.m. 

§ Approved the hiring Melinda Efta and Bo Freeman as the new Student 
Ministry Co-leaders. 

§ Approved increasing our benevolent giving to Central Florida Presbytery 
by $6,000 

§ Approved the formation of an ad hoc committee to help develop a policy 
for a permanent endowment fund to receive estate giving and provide 
financial security for the campus of MWPC into the future. 

§ Approved communion for the first Sunday in Advent ï Hanging of the 
Greens. 
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I recently visited the Orlando Public Library. In part, this was for the Fall Book 
Sale (I got 4 books for 4 bucks!). I was also researching a project that I will be excited to share with you, 
once itôs closer to completion. 

Iôm not a regular patron of the library, and thatôs a shame, for Orange County has an excellent library sys-
tem, and the downtown library is its flagship. It has a sewing studio, a floor dedicated to local and state re-
search, art exhibits, and meeting and study rooms. 

But the best part is the Melrose Center, a wonderland of creative technology where you can learn to drive in 
a virtual environment, operate a 3D printer, take classes on audio and video production, and listen to musi-
cians as they record a live performance. 

The library board even agreed to host Nerd Nite, a monthly gathering of folks who ñnerd outò as speakers 
shared their expertise in various subjects. What separates Nerd Nite from typical lectures is its loose, even-
ing setting, often located in a friendly bar. The board of the library made an exception to its ban on alcohol in 
order to host the event. 

Why the commercial for the library? Well, as a public space, the changes it has made are instructive for the 
church in how to build community. The library realized that books alone would not be sufficient to maintain 
relevance in an increasingly online world. Yes, people still enjoy hands-on research, in addition to checking 
out books they can dog-ear. 

But the mission of the library morphed over the years from a venue exclusively devoted to loaning books 
and conducting research to a space that hosts community gatherings, provides activities for a wide range of 
interests, and still remains true to its original mission to enlighten, entertain and educate. 

How can Markham Woods PC be as forward-thinking in its outreach to the community? Since its beginning, 
it has certainly made a good-faith effort to honor Jesusôs command to go into the world and make disciples, 
whether they were down the street or in a distant land. Things like the Alpha Course and the new buildings 
have maintained our inward strength, and our mission activities and the Pumpkin Festival have maintained 
our outward focus. 

But I think we can improve on that record on both fronts. I have heard some ideas in conversations during 
my first year, and I have had a few of my own which I will share. These are not the best ideas, necessarilyð
just some that I hope will spur your imagination as well. 

Inward Strengthðhow about making MWPC a space 
known for personal development classes? Consider 
the following: 

§ Mindfulness: meditation or centering prayer 

§ Body/mind training: yoga, tai chi, martial arts 

§ Performing arts: music, drama, painting, dance, 

§ Material arts: fabrics/fibers, woodcraft, leather-
work, pottery 

§ Cooking/healthy eating 

§ Organizational skills 

§ Budgeting, personal finance basics 

§ Public speaking (like Toastmasters) 

§ Language classes 

§ Computer literacy, programming basics, video 
game tournaments, virtual reality 

Outward Focusðmany of us volunteer for various organi-
zations, and we sometimes do so in large groups, like 
serving at Grace and Grits; how else might we show 
Godôs care for a broken world? 

§ Hosting community conversations on topics of the 
day 

§ Being a voice for the voiceless at city council or coun-
ty commission meetings 

§ Using undeveloped property for a community pro-
duce garden, labyrinth, or sports field (maybe one 
that is accessible to special needs folks) 

§ Becoming more involved in local schoolsðeven if 
youôre not a parent or caregiver of the students there 

§ Literacy training 

§ Mentoring 

§ Voter registration/civic education 

Obviously, we cannot do all of these things as a church. But we can ask the community what it needs. Talk 
to your neighbors! Say ñwhat need do you think MWPC can meet?ò Even if they canôt answer, itôs good to 
know that our church is asking the question. Our personal networks are large and diverse; we simply have 
to tap into them to engage the community. In this way, we honor the Holy Spirit to guide us to grow the 
faith, and the family, of the God we proclaim. 

Growing the FaithðOn and Off Campus! 
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This event is an awesome outreach to our community and a fun way for our church family to 
celebrate fall. We need volunteers, prizes for the childrenôs games, vendors for the inside 
fair and new items for the silent auction.  

Registration for volunteer opportunities is available on the following link:  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090F4BADA92EA3F58-mwpc  

If you have any questions, please contact Cindy Teetzel at cteetzel@mwpcusa.org.  

By:  Cindy Teetzel 

School has started and our youth are busy with all sorts of activities, schoolwork, sports, and of 
course coming to our weekly IMPACT meeting on Sunday nights!  We gather and share some 
hours with each other sharing insight into our busy schedules this time of year.  We are hoping to 
round up some students to take to Aquatica Water Park towards the end of the month and are al-
so in the works revamping an old tradition of the ñsenior rock.ò  Many of you might recall seeing a 
giant turtle present in front of the student center and it will be time to say goodbye to him as our 
graduating class of 2019 will be repainting this rock with their own theme soon.  Stay tuned for the 
new theme! 

One of the features of our student center is a guitar which some students enjoy picking around on 
from time to time.  This guitar has been on quite a journey just in this past month turning up miss-
ing after the departure party for Shelby.  Fear not though!! as we discovered it was hanging out 
with Kevin in the kitchen and has been safely returned to the student center.  Perhaps weôll luck 
out enough for Kevin to ñmisplaceò some of his delicious food at the Youth Center for us to enjoy 
as he enjoyed the guitar (wishful thinking!)  

 

Coming next month is both the Pumpkin Festival and Youth Ushering month.  The youth will be 
running games as always and we are asking those who attend services on Sundays to volunteer 
to usher for our 9 a.m. service.   

IMPACT is a weekly opportunity for students to express and learn about their faith through les-
sons, discussion, and sung worship.  It is also time for fun with games, social time, and saying 
ñcheersò with a slice of pizza.  We continue to invite all middle and high school students to come 
learn about God, socialize, and grow in faith with our family of God.  Join us on Sunday evenings, 
middle school students from 4:30 p.m.-6:30 p.m. and high school students from 6:00 p.m.-8:00 
p.m.  

By:  Bo Freeman 

Attention High Schoolers we need volunteers for Rooted Kids! 

This is a mid-week childrenôs program held every Wednesday afternoon from 
4:00 p.m. until 5:30 p.m. in Anderson Hall. 

 If you enjoy children or need volunteer hours for school,  contact Cindy 
Teetzel at cteetzel@mwpcusa.org.  

Markham Woods Presbyterian Church 
 

Pumpkin Festival 
October 20 

10:00 a.m. ð 2:00 p.m. 
 

Please contact Cindy Teetzel (cteetzel@mwpcusa.org)  
if you are able to assist with set up on Friday.  
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As a Deacon, it is with great joy that I am writing the congregation to let everyone 
know that Jane Miller is well on the road to recovery from a variety of serious 
health issues.  As many of you know, the Deacons are a caring and compassion-
ate ministry in the church that assists the pastors with visitations, meals, cards 
and flower deliveries besides other ministries.  Jane is a former Deacon herself 
so when it was her turn to be on the receiving end, the Deacons as well as the 
church body were ready to serve her needs.  Jane is very ñthankfulò for the fol-
lowing gifts she received.   

× Prayers 

× Visits (Pastors, Deacons & friends) 

× Cards 

× Meals 

× Trips to Dr. appointments and the emergency room  

× Cat care 

× Laundry 

× Lawn care 

× Talks with her Father and Sonéending with a group hug! 
 

There are many people to thank and reasons to be ñthankfulò.   

Blessings to all 

Rooted Kids kick-off party was a great success and the following week the kids enjoyed learning 
about God's creation and making ocean slime!  

By: Kurt Leinenkugel 


