
MWPC
STUDENT MINISTRY COVENANT
::WHAT DOES COVENANT MEAN::

Covenant, "cutting a deal", is a biblical concept. In the Ancient Near East, covenant was a binding agreement in which covenant members had certain obligations and could expect certain benefits in return. What makes a covenant different from a simple binding agreement is that covenant implies meaningful relationship. For example, God covenanted with Noah, with Abram, and eventually with the people of Israel at Mt. Sinai.

::WHO IS THE COVENANT BETWEEN, ME AND GOD OR ME AND MWPC::

Both.  As one people, we covenant with God.  As a local expression of God’s church, we covenant together with each other.  This means we covenant with each other and with God.

BY DOING SO, YOU AGREE TO LIVE ACCORDING TO OUR SHARED VALUES::

JOURNEY::

We have great confidence that God will restore all of creation under the authority of Christ.  We believe that every church has to ask the question: “What does it look like for us to live out that future reality today?”  We constantly exploring, questioning, and wrestling with new and creative ways to live out and communicate the teachings of Jesus.  Because we see faith as a journey, change is assumed, innovation is expected and rebirth welcomed.

WHOLENESS::

We believe that God wants to bring about a new humanity by redeeming every part of us.  We embrace the salvation Jesus offers as the only hope for the healing of our relationships with God, each other, ourselves and creation.  We believe that all of life is spiritual and that all of our fears, failures and brokenness can be restored and made whole.  We value the inner journey, because we want to be fully integrated people-mind, body, and soul, emotions and experiences all offered together to God.

COMMUNITY::

We value the image of God in all people, everywhere.  We believe that we were created to live deeply with one another, carrying each other’s burdens, sharing our possessions, to pray for and confess our sins to each other, to suffer and celebrate together.  It’s in these honest, loving relationships that God transforms us and truth becomes a reality.  The way of Jesus cannot be lived alone!

SERVING::

We believe that Jesus is God in human form and that the church is God’s ongoing presence in the world.  Led by the Spirit of God, we are passionate about relieving suffering and fighting injustice, joining the God of the oppressed in living out the transforming message of the resurrected Jesus.  Jesus calls his church to be a compelling force for good in the world, and we believe that the church is at its best when it  serves, sacrifices, and loves, caring about the things God cares about.  We were created to live for something larger than ourselves.

::SIGNED BY THE STUDENT::

I recognize that I am joining this community.  I agree to abide by this covenant while I am a member of this community.  I understand that if I break this covenant, I may be sent home at my parent's expense.  I also understand that my actions may keep me from participating in future Student Ministry activities.

signature ________________________________________________________
date _____________


